Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.027; wR factor = 0.061; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
In the title compound, C 10 H 14 NO 4 + ÁCl À , the benzene ring makes a dihedral angle of 64.68 (4) with the methylaminopropanoate unit, which is bonded to the catechol ring via a methylene C atom. A strong intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond occurs. In the crystal, O-HÁ Á ÁO, N-HÁ Á ÁCl and O-HÁ Á ÁCl hydrogen bonds and weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions link the molecules into a three-dimensional network.
Related literature
For medicinal applications of the title compound, see: Cooper et al. (1984) . For a related structure, see: Naicker et al. (2012) 
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Cooper et al., 1984) . In this article, we report the synthesis and crystal strucure of L-Dopa methyl ester hydrochloride.
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , benzene ring makes a dihedral angle of 64.68 (4)° with the methylaminopropanoate moiety (N1/C8-C10/O3/O4) bonded to the catechol ring via a methylene C7 atom. The torsion angles in the chain connected with the aromatic ring (C6/C7-C8/N1) and (C6/C7-C8/C9) are 71.39 (19) and -50.5 (2)°, respectively. The crystal packing is stabilized by strong intermolecular O-H···O, N-H···Cl and O-H···Cl hydrogen bonds and further consolidated by weak C-H···O interactions; all the interactions link the molecules into an infinite network (Table 1 and The bond distances and bond angles in the title compound are in agreement with the corresponding bond legths and bond angles reported in the crystal structure of a closely related compound (Naicker et al., 2012) .
SOCl 2 (10 ml) was added into MeOH (60 ml) in a reaction flake at 273 K and L-3,4-dihydroxyphenylalanine (5.0 g, 25 mmol) was gradually added to this mixture. The temprature was increased to room temperature. After 24 h. the solvent was removed in Vacuo, to yield a white solid. The solid product was recrystallized from ethyl acetate by slow evaporation in the form of colorless single crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray analysis.
Refinement
An absolute structure was determined by the Flack (1983) method using 1117 Friedel pairs of reflections which were not merged. The H atoms bonded to N and O-atoms were located from a difference Fourier map and were allowed to refine freely. The H atoms bonded to C-atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using in riding mode, with C-H = 0.95, 0.98, 0.99 and 1.00 Å, for aryl, methyl, methylene and methyne H-atoms, respectively; the U iso (H) were allowed at 1.5U eq (C methyl) or 1.2U eq (C non-methyl). 
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